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Happy New Yearl!

This is the first issue of the Grapevine for 2009. We hope you all had
a nice and safe holiday. This term will be very exciting and busy for
the students; there are a lot of events on before their final exams in
March.
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Upcoming English Events

This weekend, the Eiken written tests will be held on Saturday and
Sunday. The students have been studying hard and we wish them all
the best for the tests.

On February 14™ there will be a recitation and speech contest for
Junior and Senior high school students. We have three students
participating in the recitation section, Wakana Morita, Ryoko Goto
and Aya Kuratomi. We also have Yui Ishikawa participating in the
speech section. We wish the students the best of luck.
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EIKEN Speaking!

If you have already passed the written part of the Eiken
but not the interview, our five friendly native teachers are
available for practice. Please don’t wait until the week
before to begin!! Come in and schedule a practice
interview. Let us know when you want to practice and
we’ll make time to help you. We’re here to help you.
Almost every student who practiced the Eiken with us
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New Zealand News

On Sunday 18" January 1F departed for NZ to live and study for a
year. There were a lot of family and friends at Narita Airport to
say goodbye. 1F has studied really hard and we all think they are
now ready to enjoy their year living and experiencing NZ life and
culture. The girls are really excited to meet their host families and
to start school!

We’re all looking forward to seeing them back in Japan in
December and hearing all their stories.
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Comments from 1F students before

departing for New Zealand

e | always depend on my parents, so in
NZ | want independence and emotional
autonomy. And of course, | also want to

learn to speak English very well. I’ll do
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Junior High Immersion

Art

In art class this term, the 7" graders
are working on creating their own
character. The students have produced
some great sketches that will be
turned into characters, then molded in
clay and painted.

The 8" graders are working on a story
scroll-- they will create a six-scene
story, paint the story onto Japanese
washing paper with calligraphy ink
and then add colour.

9" graders are continuing their
Memory Scrap Book. This term they

What's new at Kosei?

graders are doing table tennis, which
is very popular among the students.
And the 9th graders are doing soft
tennis.
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Music

This year’s Chorus Contest is right
around the corner (January 31%)!
Kosei students are always busy, so
they need as much rehearsal time as
they can get. So, we are using Music
class time to fine-tune their

Opinions

I recently spoke with some of the 2F girls who have
just come back from New Zealand. | asked them about
some of the differences between the schools in Japan
and New Zealand. Here’s what they had to say...

e In Japan we have to study many subjects but in NZ
we can choose any subjects we like.

e In Japan we have to wear shoes all the time but in NZ
the students don’t wear shoes during PE class.

must create a pop-up style page,
paper cutout and a self-portrait to add
to their scrapbook. We hope they
enjoy the task and have a wonderful
keepsake for the future.

performances. Some of the songs
classes have chosen for their free,
class song are quite ambitious, so
they must work very hard. Good luck
to everyone! After the contest, 7" and
8™ graders will practice the recorder,
and 9" graders will review the many
songs they have learned this year and
get ready for their final exam.
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e In Japan classes are very strict and we write a
lot but in NZ the students ask many questions
and do many group activities together.

e In Japan at a co—educational school, boys and
girls don’t do many things together but in NZ,
the boys and girls are very close and do many
things together.
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Important Dates This Term
Jan 24-25 Eiken Written Tests

e LS ICHEED EL LS | Jan 31 Chorus Contest
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time for some of them. The 8th

High School Graduation Ceremony

Junior High School Graduation Ceremony
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Kosei Gakuen Girls’ Junior & Senior High School
Kyuden 2-1-1 Setagaya-ku Tokyo Japan 157-0064
Tel: (03) 3300 2351 Fax: (03) 3309 0617
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Website: http://www.girls.kosei.ac.jp/

Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please contact us if you have any
questions or comments. fujisawa_y@girls.kosei.ac.jp
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