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Welcomel!

Welcome everyone. This is the
second issue of the Grapevine. We
hope that you all had a great
Golden Week. The Kosei staff and
students have all been very busy
lately. Last Saturday we had our
annual Sports Festa, and next
week the Midterm examinations
start. It is good to see most
students are studying really hard
for their examinations. We hope
the students will do their best on
all of their tests, especially the
English tests! Good luck to you
all!
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Sports Festa 2009

Saturday, May 9" was the fourth
annual “Sports Festa” at Kosei
Girls’ School. Kosei’s version of
Sports Day is held in the spring, not
the fall as most other schools do.
The entire school is split into two
teams, red and white, who battle out
the day in wvarious races which
require speed, endurance and most
of all, teamwork. The weather was
perfect, and with a large turnout of
friends, family and former students,
it was a wonderful day for everyone.
The events this year included the
teacher-student relay race, sports
club relay race, giant ball rolling
race tug-of-war, bean bag throwing
competition, and the dreaded
“kibasen”, in which armies of riders
mounted on three “horses” to try to
remove the headbands of opposing
team riders without having their
removed.  This  fierce
is definitely the climatic
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Correspondence from Hawaii

Kayoko Enomoto graduated from Kosei about 15
years ago. She found the Kosei website and she
sent us an email. Some of the 8" graders read it
and replied to her. Kayoko kindly wrote to them.
Here is one of the correspondences:

Hello Kayoko, my name is Yuri. Thank you for
your e-mail. | like English It’s very interesting. So
I want to go to New Zealand to study English. But
studying abroad seems to be hard. Was it hard? |
want to speak English fluently. I’'m studying
English for that purpose. Do you know a good
way to study English? Thank you.

Bye for now, Yuri

Hi Yuri, thank you for your message. | am
impressed you have such passion to study English
and you already know what you want to do. Good
for you! You are right, studying abroad is not
always easy, but don’t worry too much! | bet you
will have a lot of fun in NZ! | came to Hawaii

Also, junior high school students
competed in the fast and furious
“eye of the hurricane” race, first
year high school students had a relay
race, second year high school
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about 12 years ago but | am still learning. The
most important thing is not to give up on yourself.
Be patient! According to my own experience, the
best way to study English is perhaps “enjoy it, use
it, feel it”. 1 recommend you talk to native
speakers as much as you can, find a study buddy
to use it, and watch your favorite movies over and
over. Good luck with your study and have a safe
trip to NZ! Aloha, Kayoko :)
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students had the team jump rope
competition and third year high
school students compete in the
“hundred-legged” race.

Both teams had their moments of
glory and defeat, but in the end, the
red team was victorious and claimed
the flag for Sports Festa 20009.
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On April 3 and 4", twenty three 11" grade
High School students participated in an English
Only Day Camp that was run by the Native
English teachers. The teachers were helped by
Victoria and Scott, two New Zealanders who
are working and studying in Japan.

The students were wonderful: they showed
great attitude through both days and worked
very hard. The focus of the first day was on
communication with the host family. All of
the students did their best and many showed a
great deal of originality in solving difficult
problems.

The first day closed with chirashizushi. The
students made dinner in small groups using
only food that can be readily (and cheaply)
found in Australia. They also practiced
explaining what chirashizushi is and how to
make it. It was delicious and we know that their
host families will be pleased!

Also on Day One, English/Music teacher David
Jackson taught the students about the aboriginal
instrument, the didgeridoo. The students also
learnt the traditional Australian song “Waltzing
Mathilda” and gave a very good rendition of it
to end Day Two. Day Two was also filled with

Morning Announcements

Every morning, students make a
morning announcement, in English, to

fried potatoes. In Japan, we don’t eat
potatoes very often. We eat a lot of rice

Australia Camp

many different kinds of fun events. The
students and teachers played a variety of sports
and games including table tennis, dodgeball and
egg-spoon races.
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We recently received an email from*a
2F student. Her email is below.

Hello!! Yes, I’'m really enjoying my
school and host family lifel!
Tomorrow | have netball practice after
school!! And on Saturday, I’ll go to
Hamilton to buy a school ball dress!!
NZ life is very good!! | don’t wanna
go back to JAPAN!! Haha! NZ’s cold
now because winter is coming soon!!
But my school skirt is soooo long so
my legs are warm!! This is a picture
of my host family!! When we went to
top of the north island!!

Luv Kaede
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the school. The students can talk about and fish instead. It’s now 8.23am. Impor-'rqnt Dates This Term
anything they want. Homeroom begins in 2 minutes. Don’t be . ) _ )

) . May 21° High School Midterm Tests begin
Example: late and have a nice day.
Good morning everyone. Today is the May 22" Junior High Midterm Tests begin
23" of April. The weather today is EHIOIEEOHEIE NZ B0 bIRE L é& May 29" Blankets for Africa
sunny. I’m Manami from 3F. AL L TWET, NZ OREIZIZIAT ME Jun 1= 13" Eiken Festival
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of potatoes for dinner. | think New &EL x5, mEAWEBRENTATEET L,
Zealand people like to eat many kinds
of potatoes. For example, they eat

mashed potatoes, baked potatoes and
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The Grapgving Staff

Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please contact us if you have any
Yo questions or comments. fujisawa_y@girls.kosei.ac.jp
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