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Welcomell

Hello everyone!! We hope you are all well and enjoying the cooler weather. It is now the
middle of autumn and the autumn leaves will be starting to drop off soon.

The students are very busy at the moment studying for the Eiken Exams and the
Midterm Exams. The students are studying really hard and we wish them all the best.
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School Festival Performances

As usual, there were many performances at this year’s
festival, but not as many as usual. Many students caught
the flu during the festival, so unfortunately many
performances had to be cancelled. However, we were still
able to enjoy some great performances by the baton, club,
the brass band and dance club, including a special guest
appearance by Mr. Udo. Luckily the weather was fine, so The English Room at School Festival
the performances were held outside, and the guests could
enjoy the show and the food booths at the same time.
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The English room at the School Festival was of a high standard. Students
from the Junior High School made profiles and wrote book reports on
books they had read during the first term in regular English classes. During
the two day festival a lot of people came and visited the room — both
parents and students alike. It was great that they all showed a keen interest
and we were all surprised how well many of the parents could speak
English! A big thank you must also go out to all the girls who contributed
to the success of the English room and also to the 7" graders who helped
during the festival. Thank you!
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School Festival Dance Off

This year’s Dance Off saw a keenly fought contest for both the Junior contest
and the Senior contest. There was a wide variety of dances ranging from
traditional Japanese dances through to modern interpretative ones. All of
the dances were performed and choreographed very well. The judges had a
difficult time deciding on the winners for each contest. However after a lot of
debate and cogitation, Class 2- 1 was declared the winners for the Junior
contest and Class 2B for the Senior contest. Well done!
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Junior High Music Classes

This is an important term in Music class for all of the junior
high students. They have many songs to learn. The 7™ graders
are learning “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”, the 8" graders
are learning “Scarborough Fair”, and the 9" graders are learning
“Take Me Home Country Roads”. These are the normal
curriculum songs to learn. Because the New Zealand
ambassador is coming to visit next month, we have also been
practicing the New Zealand national anthem, in both Maori and
English, to perform for him. The Chorus

S Contest is early next term, so we have also
T

e

Halloween

Halloween, which is celebrated on October 31, is a holiday celebrated in
several countries around the world, including the United States, the
United Kingdom, Australia and even Japan. The origin of the holiday is
the ancient European celebration called the Day of the Dead, when the
spirits of the dead were believed to return to Earth to visit their family
and friends. This was a happy holiday and had little in common with
what has become the modern Halloween, associated with monsters and
other scary things. The modern celebration, Halloween, is simply about
children dressing in costumes and getting candy from neighbors. This
custom is called “Trick-or-Treat”, and has become a verb (to
trick-or-treat, and trick-or-treating). Many adults enjoy the holiday as
well, having parties, many also wearing costumes.

started working on the English song which
all junior high students will perform. The
English song for this year is “Yesterday Once More”, by the
Carpenters. Everyone is working hard and progressing well. It
promises to be an exciting contest again this year!
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Junior High PE Classes-

As the school festival has now come and gone, the
7™ 8™ and 9™ graders are doing new sports in their
PE. lessons. The 7" graders are doing table tennis
and are also learning the parts of the body. The 8"
graders are building on their soccer skills they learnt
as 7™ graders and will learn how to shoot goals. The
9™ graders are doing gymnastics for the first time!
All grades are trying hard and doing very well.
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Morning Announcements

Every morning, students make a morning announcement, in English, to the school.
The students can talk about anything.

Example: Good morning everyone. Today is Wednesday 9" September. The weather
today is cloudy. Did you enjoy your day off yesterday? | went to a hospital in Ebisu
for a physical check-up with Ms. Suga and my classmates. On my way home | met a
little American boy that looked like Harry Potter. | couldn’t see a zig-zag scar on his
forehead like Harry’s but the boy with round glasses smiled at the book I had. The
book was Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. | am a Harry Potter maniac! |
noticed that he looks so much like Harry Potter so | asked him “Are you Harry?” He
answered, “Oh yes, I’m Harry!” The time is now 8.22am. Homeroom begins in 3
minutes. Don’t be late and have a nice day.
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Important Dates This Term
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Oct 21-26 11" Graders go to Australia 1
Oct 26—27 Midterm Exams Kosei Gakuen Girls’ Junior & Senior High School

Kyuden 2-1-1 Setagaya-ku Tokyo Japan 157-0064

Oct 31 Halloween

Tel: (03) 3300 2351
Website: http://www.girls.kosei.ac.jp/

Fax: (03) 3309 0617

The Grapgeving Staff

Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please contact us if you have any
questions or comments. fujisawa_y@aqirls.kosei.ac.jp
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