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Welcomell

Hello everyone!! Recently it has become
rather cold in Japan. We’ve even had heavy
snow twice. We hope you are all taking care
of yourselves and staying warm in the cooler
weather.

But don’t worry, the cold weather will not
last. Spring is coming. There have already
been some cherry blossom trees in bloom so
flower-viewing season will be coming up
soon.

TDLZAEONANENTOET, TTIC 2 EHEN
HYVELE, THORIZZIETETOET, b IR
Wb E£9, EROFEIIM G2 TT,

Valentine's Day

Valentine’s Day in Japan is
different to that in western
countries. For example in
New Zealand, Australia,
America, Canada and

England, men give chocolates, flowers

and
jewelry. Sometimes if a woman is lucky she’ll
get a romantic poem from her special man. In
Japan it’s the other way around. Women give

men lots of chocolates. Also in western
countries we only receive those gifts from a
girlfriend or boyfriend or someone we love.
But in Japan they give chocolates to friends as
well. In March there is White Day in Japan,
which other countries do not celebrate. On that
day men give chocolates to women. So
wherever you are in the world, Valentine’s Day
is wonderful and everyone can enjoy eating

lots of chocolates.
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Chorus Contest

January 30" was the day of the biggest
school-wide event of the Winter Term, the
Chorus Contest. All of the students from
the junior and senior high school
participated and put on a fantastic show.

First, the junior high school students
performed. Each class sang *“Yesterday
Once More” in English, and then they each
sang a Japanese popular song of their own
choosing. Third place went to Class 1-1,
who sang “Cosmos”, second place went to
Class 3-1, who sang “My Ballad”, and first
place went to Class 3-2, who sang “Yell”.
The best conductor in the junior high was
Ai Taguchi, and the best pianist was Mayu
Nishizaki.

In the high school, each class sang one
Japanese popular song of their own
choosing. Third place went to Class 1-A,
who sang “Chance Meeting”, second place
went to Class 2-A, who sang “Bluebird”,
and first place went to Class 2-B, who sang
“The Name of Life”. The best conductor
was Tomoko Tatsuta, and the best pianist
was Hikari Makino.

All of the students did a great job this year
and it was a very entertaining, touching
show. The first year junior high school
students were very powerful and had
beautiful piano work. The second year
students really improved their English
pronunciation and teamwork in the weeks
approaching the contest. The third year
students chose songs with particularly
challenging  rhythms and  multiple
harmonies. They had little time to prepare
after their trip to New Zealand, so their

dynamic, expressive performances were
s

very impressive.

The senior high students provided great

models of teamwork and musical
interpretation for the junior high school
students. Their performances were exciting,
expressive and made some of the male
teachers cry. Well done, everyone!
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Karasuyama Children's Festival

This year’s Karasuyama Children’s Festival was held on February 11"
It was rather cold and rainy but people in the neighborhood got together
and enjoyed the festival. Some Kosei students took part in the festival.
Here are two short reports from Karin Takano and Marika Miyasako.
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| danced on the stage at Karasuyama Children’s Festival on the 11t of February. This
was my last performance as a junior high school student. When | stood on the stage,
there were many spectators, so | was very tense. But our performance succeeded
thanks to their cheering. | enjoyed dancing from my heart. | would like to continue
dancing because | love it very much. Karin Takano

| played the trumpet as the brass band club was playing in the festival. We played a

march and two pop songs. But | couldn’t play the march song better than in practice.
Next year, | want to enjoy the festival and want to give a good performance for the .
spectators. Marika Miyasako Communl'ry ClGSS
Native teachers have been providing English classes for both children and adults
Eiken Stuff from the Karasuyama community every Saturday morning since 2001. Over the
years, Japanese education reform has been gradually introducing English classes to
elementary schools. So, the Saturday English classes for kids will no longer be
held from next year. However, the adult classes will continue, and we cordially
invite all the parents of Kosei students to join us for English study in a relaxed,

friendly environment.

On Sunday, the Eiken interview test will be held. For
students who have already passed the written test, this is
their opportunity to pass the final part of the test. Many
students have come to see the native teachers to practice
for the interview.

We wish all the students who will be taking the test on )
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Sunday the best of luck.
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Hina-Matsuri Important Upcoming Dates

Hina-Matsuri is held on March 3rd to pray for girls' Feb 21 Eiken Interview Test

healthy growth and happiness. We have seen a set of

Kosei dolls in the entrance hall. Mar 2 No class — High School Graduation

On this day, families with daughters display a set of Ceremony

dolls on several tiers. They represent the Emperor, .
y Tep P Mar 4 High School exams start

Empress, attendants and musicians in court dress from

the 9" century. Children are allowed to drink the Mar 5 Junior High exams start

sweet white sake and they eat the rice cakes and have a Mar 20 Junior High Graduation Ceremony

good time.

According to superstition, a girl whose parents are Mar 21 National Holiday

slow to put away the set of dolls will be slow in finding

her husbhand.
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Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please contact us if you have any
questions or comments. fujisawa_y@agirls.kosei.ac.jp
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