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Welcomell

A warm welcome to all new Kosei Students. It's
nice to meet you. And of course welcome back to
our wonderful existing students too. We hope
that you enjoyed the Spring Break. We have
already started this year now and hope that it will
be an exciting one, with lots of challenges and
also fun. Let's do ourbest to work hard and §
enjoy this year! We look forward to working

with you! Fightooooo!!
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Opening Ceremony

The Opening Ceremony was held on April the
8" this year. It was very exciting as this year
Kosei has had record numbers of students.
There are 71 JHS 1% Graders and 204 HS first
graders. Also for the Study Abroad Class there
are 40 — which is almost double than in
years. Rijicho and our new
Headmaster gave very good speeches and
wished all the new students well for their time
at Kosei. | hope all the girls can fit in quickly
and make lots of friends. Good luck with your
studies at Kosei girls!!
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Kosei Junior High School English Immersion Program
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Students of this program will learn
communicative problem-solving skills in an
English-rich environment while studying
various subjects in addition to English and
learning to cooperate and learn together.
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Junior high school students at Koseli
Gakuen experience English in unique ways.
One way is specialized English language
classes. Another way is English immersion
classes. Together, these courses make a
program which gives students lots of time
listening to English, many chances to use it
themselves, useful skills involving music,
art, sports, and a growing experience they
can share together.
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Specialized English Classes
In one kind of English class, students learn
about and practice the nuts and bolts of the
lish language with Japanese teachers of

English. These classes give students the
explanations and support they need in
Japanese and build their confidence to try to
use English.
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The other kind of English language class is
led by native English-speaking English
teachers. Here students practice English as a
tool for communication with native
speakers and each other. This way they can
feel confident and satisfied that their skills
are growing and can reach for the next
level.
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Immersion Classes

There are three immersion subjects: Visual
Art, Music,and Integrated Study. In these
classes, the targets are he content and skills
of the subject, not the English language
itself. However, students receive all
instruction in English, which is why it is
called immersion. This instruction

is carefully designed so that students can
use both what they are learning in English
classes and their own problem solving skills
to  understand their  teachers and
successfully carry out the tasks.
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Challenges and Difficulties

These classes are challenging, but students
can succeed if they are patient, listen
carefully, trust their teachers and always do
their best. Students who do their best and
never give up will gradually become more
and more comfortable with listening to and
using English to communicate and
accomplish many different things.
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Music

We start the year with a new teacher
at the helm of the music classes, and
what better way than to focus on

welcome songs from different
cultures? 7™ graders will attempt to
sing a traditional Congolese welcome
song! All junior high students start
the school year by learning the John
Lennon song “Love”. 9" graders
extend the song by adding a new
verse of their own. 7" graders begin
learning alto recorder and 8" and 9"
graders continue, using folk songs
from all over the world. Have music,
will travel...
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New Teachers

Hi everyone, I'm Caro. I’'m from
Ireland and | love Japanese food
especially soba. My hobbies are
cycling, swimming, taking photos and
watching movies. How about you?
One of my favourite movies is
Kurosawa’s The Seven Samurai. I’'m
very interested in '
Japanese history
and Japanese
writers too. | like
reading Soseki,
Mishima and
Kawabata. | teach
English to junior high and high
school students and
computers. | hope we can enjoy our
classes together. | look forward to
working with you. See you!!
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Junior High Immersion Classes

Art

The first grade will be focusing on
painting and color. Their project is
an abstract painting. The second
will create Flower pastel Drawings
based on the work of artist Georgia
O’Keefe. This will build on last
year’s work and help students to
develop their skills in pastel and
drawing. The third grade will make
Peace Tiles. This is an international
Project that was very successful last
year. It encourages students to think
visually and learn about how to
communicate using images and

words. | am sure all students will
enjoy and make some lovely work.
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Hello! My name is Mark Lipsham. I
am a new teacher at Kosei. I am
from Auckland, New Zealand, the
biggest city in New Zealand. I have
lived in Japan for a total of five
years. The first time I came to
Japan was when I was twenty-one.
Since first coming to Japan I have
learned a lot of Japanese and a lot

about teaching. I also completed a

master’s degree i

second language i
teaching in 2005. |
In New Zealand
I enjoy outdoor
activities like . |
fishing and hunting. Last year I
climbed Mt. Fuji.

Hello — my name is Stefan Van Eycken. | grew up in
Belgium and Scotland, but have lived in Japan for almost
10 years. | studied music and am active as a composer. |
love hunting for rare records. My taste in music? Italian
film music of the *60s and ’70s, and free jazz. | am also
an avid collector of Japanese whiskies, and spend a lot of
time watching Japanese movies (of the ’30s, in
particular).
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Wi Conversation

The first Adults Community English Conversation
class started last Saturday.

There were around 35 parents that came and studied
English. The lesson was very enjoyable and the
parents got to speak English with the Native
teachers. This year the focus will be on real life
conversations and situations. As there were so many
parents from this Saturday the class will be split into
2. Mark will teach one class and Nathan will teach
the other. Anyone is welcome to come and join so if
you have time on a Saturday morning between
9.45am — 10.35am please fell free to come. We look
forward to seeing you there!
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Important Dates This Term

Apr 28 Sports Festa Rehearsal

Apr 29 National Holiday — Showa Day
May 2 -5 Golden Week

May 7 Sports Festa Rehearsal

May 8 Sports Festa

May 22 High School Midterm Tests Start
May 24 Junior High Midterm Tests Start

Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please contact us if you have any
fujimura_y@girls.kosei.ac.jp

questions or comments.
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