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Spring term is finished and it’s time for summer vacation. It has been a great year
so far, with several big events and lots of great memories. We would like to thank
everyone for all of their hard work, and we hope you have a great and safe summer

vacation. See you in September!

Speech Contests
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and 3 classes. All the students did so much hard work, they studied hard and

We all really enjoyed this term’s speech and recitation contests from our

prepared hard for the contests. Well done to you all. We the teachers were
impressed with your work, especially immediately after all your study for the two
weeks “eiken matsuri”. You were so busy but still you could prepare for your
speech and recitation contests. Thank you and well done.
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Here are the winners from each grade. First let’s start with the 7™ graders.

All the students gave a self-introduction speech, talking about their families,
school, where they are from and hobbies etc. Everyone had some very interesting
introductions with a lot of variety. All the teachers were very impressed by the high
level of English and ability to talk in speech contest style from these young 7"
grade girls. Nice work everyone. The prize for best performance from all 7"
grade students went to 4 girls. They were Kanae Aiba, Moka Hasegawa , Yuzuki
Miyasaka and Kozue Nakajima. The top 3 prizes for the speech contest went to the
following 4 girls. Third prize was shared by 2 girls, Momoko Suzuki and Madoka
Sugimoto. Second prize went to Harumi Isobe and first prize went to Karen Shiose.
HLZHCRN TLRLORWERN/TEE Uiz, TALITEEIEE - 2 (03B
W - SALICEEAL T, BAMSE, EHFEITHEGH, BRIGA, Eimds, 15
ABINE L

There were 7 wihners from 8" grade. The girls had a recitation contest where they
could choose one of two short stories to memorize and recite.

Again, the level was very high and all the girls did very well. We the teachers
enjoyed watching them. All the girls tried so hard so well done to everyone.

There were 4 girls from all 8" grade students that won best performance. They were
Tomoyo Takeda, Yuuki Bessyo, Yuri Nakaya and Emira Fujishiro. The overall top 3
winners were; third prize Eriko Kobayashi, second prize Aki Sakuramoto and first
prize Saori Takechi.
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Finally, the 9" graders. As they are 9™ graders, this was their third time to give a
speech / presentations, so they understood what to do but they had a very big
challenge. The girls had to do research on New Zealand as they will go to New
Zealand on a homestay in October. They had to research everything on their own
and then write their presentations in English. They did their research in groups of
2 to 5 students. It was difficult for them researching in the library using the internet

~and travel books on New Zealand. We also did work in class
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helping to write their presentations in English and of course how to give a
presentation correctly. The girls also made posters to use during their
presentations. The most difficult challenge | think for the girls was that they had
to memorize their presentations, they could not read!!

They did well, everyone tried so hard, they made wonderful posters and tried
hard to memorize their presentations. Well done to all 9" graders as you had a
very difficult job. Deciding the prizes was not easy either. Here are the winners.
Third prize went to three girls, Shiori Hashimoto, Nanami Souma and Natsumi
Tani. Second prize went to Yuri Hayashi and first prize went to Marie Mizuno.

Thank you everyone and well done. Congratulations to all the winners.
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The Little Bags of Dreams

Kosei students also wrote letters in English to
send with care packages to underprivileged kids
overseas this yea. These letters will go to Israel,
Sri Lanka, Northern

Ireland, Afghanistan,

Lebanon, Azerbaijan & Palestine, because these

areas are experiencing wars, religious,

racial, or ideological disputes. So many kids are suffering as a result . Living
in a peaceful world, we want to show them that we care. This movement
started in 1999. Kosei students sewed 70 bags and put stuffed dolls, stationery,
post-cards, and so on in them this year. We hope that when a child gets the
little bag and smiles, it will give us a smile too. We hope that happy faces will
be spread all over the world.
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Junior High School English Summer Camp 2010

The Kosei JHS Summer English Camp was held this year on July 12th and
13" at National Olympics Memorial Youth Center, Yoyogi. During the camp
42 students got many opportunities to speak with 12 foreigners from all over
the world. The focus of the camp was on building vocabulary and confidence
in speaking English. You will see more on the camp in the next issue.
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Art

Peace Tile Project

The third grade students will make a “peace tile”—a small painted
or collaged tile, to be displayed. The idea originally comes from
a project started in America which uses Arts  *...to inspire social
change.” Many people from all over the world are participating.
Students will learn and use brainstorming and arts techniques to
create images mixing text and color to communicate their ideas
about peace. They will develop their technical skills in collage
and painting whilst learning how to think about the world in a
wider context. When the project is finished, we will create a
webpage to display the project and we are aiming to organize an
exchange if possible with a school in another country.
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Grade one have been focusing on color, line, shape and painting.
They studied the color wheel and did practice exercises and are
completing Abstract Paintings. This project is aimed at getting
students used to color and paint while helping them to understand 2-D
concepts and how to be confident with exploration.
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Grade two have worked on two projects this term. In the first term
they used flowers around the school and the work of artist Georgia
O’Keefe to inspire bright, bold pastel images. As well as working
with various pastel techniques they also learned how to make pastel.
Project two involved the students designing gifts for their future selves
and was a great way to think about the future and build on the
modeling clay from last year.
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What they have created is very cute.
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Immersion Classes Spring Term 2010

Music

The 7" graders’ introduction to immersion music has been a
combination of singing in a foreign language, getting used to that
big monster known as the alto recorder, and learning a bit of basic
music theory. They particularly seemed to enjoy singing the
Congolese song “Si si si”, snippets of which can occasionally be
heard as you walk past the 1-1 or 1-2 classroom. They also did a
lot of listening, games and activities to practice recognizing musical
instruments. All of this came together at the end of the term with
Prokofiev’s story-in-music “Peter and the Wolf”.
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The 8" and 9™ graders started the year by learning the John Lennon
song “Love”. Some of the classes extended the song by adding an
original fifth verse. John Lennon would have been surprised with
their twisted creativity. The 8" graders continued with the Beatles’
“Yesterday” — a song full of tricky little challenges that they
overcame marvelously. Although it’s a sad and dark song, they
managed to make it glow ever so slightly! Both grades also
sharpened their ears by listening to welcome songs and lullabies
from around the world, and music from different genres.

As the 9" graders are going to New Zealand in October, they
focused on traditional kiwi songs for most of the term. The students
started by learning the lullaby “Hine e hine” in an English version.
After beautifully polishing that song, they were eager to sing
something in the Maori language, and so we dived straight into the
classic “Pokarekare ana”. We are looking forward to continuing
our explorations of the musical landscape of New Zealand next
term.
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Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please
contact us if you have any questions or comments.

fujimura_y@girls.kosei.ac.jp
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