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Welcome!! The New Zealand Prime Minister comes to Kosei

Hello everyone!! The weather has become much
cooler lately, we hope you are all well and
keeping warm. It is almost winter and school
will be finishing soon. The end of term
examinations are approaching fast. 1 hope you
are all studying really hard.
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November 11th 2010 wag a historical day for Kosei Gakuen. It was the first time ever that a
Prime Minister visited us. John Key who is now the Prime Minister of New Zealand
came and spoke in front of the school. He was greeted by the Head Master of the school
at the main entrance and was led into Auditorium by a number of other very important
people from Kosei and board members. As he walked in, the school started to sing the
New Zealand national Anthem accompanied by the brass band. He mentioned later that
he thought all the girls sung the national anthem beautifully both in Maori and English.
A special thank you must go out to Stephan who taught and practiced for weeks with
everyone — well done Stefan! Once on stage the President gave a speech which was
translated by Miyu from the 3F class and everyone thought that she sounded just like a
native speaker. After that, the Prime Minster spoke about the differences in education
between New Zealand and Japan — we also found out that he has two gifted children —
one of them is residing in France for a year studying at a French High School at the
| moment. Another thing he mentioned was that he likes to cook Japanese Katsudon!

After that the 1F class gave a dance performance which was very entertaining and I'm

sure everyone enjoyed it. Then came the Calligraphy club making a very impressive

painting displaying the friendship between New Zealand and Japan.
Once that had all finished the Prime Minister moved up to the Global Center which was
re-named “The John Key Room”. There, there were six girls from the Junior and Senior
High School who had prepared very good questions to ask the PM. Chiho and Akina from
the 3F class and Saki and Yurie from the 1F class gave a rundown on what goes on in the
John Key Room and the PM found it very interesting. Finally everyone who had been
involved was able to get a group photo with the PM.
One thing that has to be mentioned also was the amount of security that was at Kosei on
that day. Everyone was so surprised to see lots of SP Police — they looked so cool!!
Finally the PM left and we all waved him off. It was a great ocassion at Kosei and we’ll
never forget the day when the New Zealand Prime Minister came to visit us!
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Around the world 'Ireland’ 3

The latitude of Ireland is 53° N and the
latitude of Hokkaido is 43° N but there is no
snow in Ireland in winter, which a lot of
Japanese are surprised by!

Traditional and typical food from Ireland is
stew, as it is cold in winter, salmon and lots of
fish and seafood. I'm from the west coast, from
a city called Galway(Z—/ 7 ¢ =), home of the
traditional ‘Claddagh ring’. This is a ring that

was once given as a wedding ring, but today it’s

given as a sign of love.
K :q. . Galway is a city of only 60,000
L R #' people, which is tiny in
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comparison to Japan!! It was
built in the 12 Century by the Anglo-Normans.
It is a university city and famous for salmon
fishing and its annual July oyster festival and
horse racing events. There is also an Arts
Festival held every dJuly, the Japanese ‘Kodo’
drummers from Sado ga Shima and many
Japanese musicians have played here. I'm not
sure what else you want to know about Ireland.
Why don’t you ask me in class!! You can also go
to the annual St. Patrick’s Day festival and
parade in Tokyo held in March. St. Patrick’s
Day is March 17tk and it is the National Feast
Day of Ireland.

Slan anois agus go raibh maith agaibh!
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Goodbye and thank you all.
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Important Dates This Term

Dec 2 8" Grade Recitation Contest

Dec.2 9™ Grade Skit Presentation

Dec 4 8" Grade Christmas Party

Dec. 7 7™ Grade Speech Contest
Dec9~11 Term End Exams

Dec 12 6" Study Abroad Students Back 5

Fhe Grapevine Staff

My farmstay was in Cambridge. I stayed for two nights
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with my host family. There were two people there. The atmosphere was nice.

were about 10 rooms in the house. My room was on the ground floor.
had breakfast at 7:00. I ate bread for breakfast. Dinner time was at 7:00. After dinner
I talked about NZ with them and ate ice cream. They keep donkeys, cows and sheep on
the farm. I worked with my host family on the farm. NZ nature is very beautiful. 1
liked it very much but I didn’t want to see the dead mouse.. I enjoyed running on the hill,

which is my happiest memory of NZ. I rolled over and over on the hill. T had a nice

week in NZ.
Asuna asked questions of her host family and buddy in the Hillcrest High School and these

I want to go to NZ again. (by Kana)

are their answers: * Their most important memory is their child’s marriage ceremony. + NZ
people are most proud of the green image of NZ. - Their image of Japan is making
wonderful TV sets. - High school students are interested most in music and dramas. « Many
high school students work part time in the markets. - They are proud of NZ people. But
they don’t like NZ weather. - They want to make a trip around the world after graduation.

Thanksgiving Day

Thanksgiving is a holiday in the USA and
Canada when people give thanks. It is
celebrated every year on the fourth
Thursday of November in the USA and on
the second Monday of October in Canada.
So, this year it is November 26" in the
USA, and was October 12" in Canada.

The first Thanksgiving took place a year
after a group of English people, called the
Pilgrims, moved to the north coast of
America, near New York, in 1620. In their
first year in America, many of the Pilgrims
died because it was very cold and they
didn’t have enough food. But nearby
Native Americans taught them how to farm
and survive. So the next year, when the
Pilgrims had grown lots of food, they had a
huge dinner party with the Native
Americans who had helped them. The
Native Americans brought lots of food to
the dinner, too, so it was a very special
time. Everyone had more food to eat than
they needed and were very thankful to each
other for friendship and good fortune.

These days, families get together on
Thanksgiving Day, perhaps at the
grandparents’ house, and have a big dinner.
Many families watch college football
together on this day as well.
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Kosei Gakuen Girls’ Junior & Senior High School
Kyuden 2-1-1 Setagaya—ku Tokyo Japan 157-0064
Tel: (03) 3300 2351

Fax: (03) 3309 0617

Website: http://www.girls.kosei.ac.jp/
Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please contact us if you have any g
questions or comments. Fujimura_y@agirls.kosei.ac.jp *$




