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Opening Ceremony

The Opening Ceremony was held on April 8th
this year. It was very different from previous
years, because the large auditorium was
unavailable, and with the safety of our students
in mind, the school had decided to move the
ceremonies to smaller but safer locations. The
Opening Ceremony for the Senior High School
first graders took place in the basketball court
and the one for the junior high kids was movec
to one of the large classrooms. The calamitous
events of the past weeks made these entrance | ., . .. s 2osponir s
ceremonies a more subdued and sober affair, bu B LA LT

all present surely felt privileged to be there - TS

standing in a large gymnasium, or squeezed intc
a classroom — but lucky to have a school to go to.

Helping the Rebuilding Efiort

Many famous people from around the world have
sent out their condolences to the people of Japan
after March’s catastrophic earthquake. Clint
Eastwood stated that “Our hearts go out to the
people of Japan who’ve suffered through such a
tremendous catastrophe. Our thoughts and prayers
are with them.” These sentiments were echoed all
over the world.
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however we are still asking ourselves “What can we
do to help the earthquake and tsunami victims?”.
The student council decided to collect donations in
the hope that we can help to deliver a message of
hope and provide some relief to the victims.
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Good luck with your studies at Kosei girls!
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Kosei Junior High School English Immersion Program
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communicative problem-solving skills in an
English-rich environment while studying
various subjects in addition to English and
learning to cooperate and learn together.
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Junior high school students at Koseli
Gakuen experience English in unique ways.

program will learn

One way is specialized English language
classes. Another way is English immersion
classes. Together, these courses make a
program which gives students lots of time
listening to English, many chances to use it
themselves, useful skills involving music,
art, sports, and a growing experience they
can share together.
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Specialized English Classes

In one kind of English class, students learn
about and practice the nuts and bolts of the
lish language with Japanese teachers of

English. These classes give students the
explanations and support they need in
Japanese and build their confidence to try to
use English.
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The other kind of English language class is
led by native English-speaking English
teachers. Here students practice English as a
tool for communication with native
speakers and each other. This way they can
feel confident and satisfied that their skills
are growing and can reach for the next
level.
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Immersion Classes

There are four immersion subjects: Visual
Art, Music, and Integrated Study. In these
classes, the targets are he content and skills
of the subject, not the English language
itself. However, students receive all
instruction in English, which is why it is
called immersion. This instruction

is carefully designed so that students can
use both what they are learning in English
classes and their own problem solving skills
to  understand their  teachers and
successfully carry out the tasks.
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Challenges and Difficulties

These classes are challenging, but students
can succeed if they are patient, listen
carefully, trust their teachers and always do
their best. Students who do their best and
never give up will gradually become more
and more comfortable with listening to and
using English to communicate and
accomplish many different things.
BRENRETHREBTERMIND 2D, Lonb &
SRR FET L2 EnnETT, BhT
D HEFED B R 2 B TREE ) RHGEZ
TR HEHICOTTVE T,




Junior High Immersion

Music

The year is already in full swing, and it
seems like there’s an abundance of genuine
musical talent among the new first graders!
They will be focusing on welcome songs,
singing in English and will start grappling
with that huge (for their fingers!) beast
called the “alto recorder”. The second and
third grade of junior high will attempt to
perform some J-pop classics (AKB48 for
starters) on the recorder. They will also
continue to develop their singing skills.
We're starting off the first term with songs
of a more gentle nature: John Lennon’s
“Love” (for the second graders) and a
beautiful Maori classic (“Hine e hine”) for
the third graders, in preparation for their
trip to New Zealand later this year. We're
also continuing to sharpen our ears with
music from all over the world. It promises to
be another exciting year in the music room!
Art

Grade one will be learning about color, they
will make a color wheel, experiment with
line and pattern and create an abstract
painting. This is a great chance for them to
focus on the connection between shapes and
feeling. We will introduce them to the work
of some abstract artists such as Kandinsky

and Brigette Riley.

Grade Two are going to make self portraits
with a twist! They will be half angel, and
half devil faces! Students will learn about
how to draw realistic facial proportion and
strengthen their existing knowledge of color

theory.

Grade Three are doing the International
Peace Tile Project. Students create mind
maps and designs to help them think about
what "Peace" means. These ideas are then
made into a visual form on the wooden tiles
using paint and collage. It is a great project
designed to help Japanese students learn
how to use text and image together and
about the importance of design in

thinking about world issues.

New Teachers

This year three new native English
speaking teachers have joined Kosei’s

team!
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Robert Sara

David Stefan

Robert

Hello, I'm Robert Morel. I'm from Chicago,
in the U.S.A. I have lived in Japan for six
years and like it here very much. I enjoy
cycling, writing, travel, and photography. In
my free time, I like exploring different parts
of Tokyo. I especially like the shitamachi
area. Although this is my first year teaching
at Kosei, I met some of you at the 2009
English Summer camp. I look forward to

getting to know you all this year!
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Immersion Staff

Sara

Nice to meet you! My name is Sara Jespersen. I am from
Auckland, New Zealand. I have just moved to Tokyo from
Yugawara-machi in Kanagawa prefecture. I loved life in the
countryside but decided to move to Tokyo when I heard about
Kosei’s New Zealand Ryugaku course. I love my home country
and am very excited about teaching Kosei’s students all about
New Zealand !

If you have any questions about life in New Zealand, or just
feel like a chat then you can find me in the Global Centre at

lunchtime. I will look forward to seeing you there!

David

Hi. I'm David Handley. I come from Manchester, England and
I now live in Tama ward, Kawasaki city, on the Odakyu line.
There is a big park near my house, and I often go for long
walks there. The cherry blossoms have been out in full bloom
so my walks have been even more enjoyable recently.
Manchester is famous for being the world’s first modern
industrial city. For many years it was the centre of the world’s
cotton industry, earning it the nickname of ‘Cottonpolis’. It is
now a thriving business and commercial centre, the second
largest in the UK.

In my spare time I like to read, listen to many different kinds
of music, go to the cinema, go for long walks, surf the internet,
go to karaoke and follow my favourite sports, football (’'m a
proud Manchester City fan), cricket and rugby.

I'm very much looking forward to meeting you all and hope to

have a great time teaching here.
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Important Dates

May 1 Change to summer uniform
May 10 Sports Festa Rehearsal

May 14 Sports Festa

May 25-27 High School Midterm Tests
May 26-27 Junior High Midterm Tests

Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please contact us if you have any
fujimura_y@girls.kosei.ac.jp

questions or comments.




