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On the 8t of December the 29 students of KGGS’ 9th intake returned to Japan after their year in New Zealand. The group were
accompanied home from New Zealand by their home room teacher Mrs. Morooka and the Dean of our International Relations
department Mr. Shishido. Other members of the International Relations department and our deputy principal Mrs. Inoue travelled to

Narita to meet the group on arrival, eager to hear their stories of life in New Zealand.

While abroad the girls studied at local schools across New Zealand’s North Island, with two or three schools studying at each school.
Every girl faced her own challenges during the year, but all were able to overcome them while forming strong bonds with both New
Zealanders and their Japanese classmates and guardians. For the last two weeks of their stay, the girls attended a language school in
Auckland’s popular New Market area and stayed with different home-stay families around Auckland. This gave them the change to
catch up with their classmates and brush up their English grammar before heading back to Japan and their next challenge - their last

year of high school!
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On Saturday 14t December a Welcome Home Assembly was held in the
school’s main hall for the students of 2F. The students presented information
on life in New Zealand in pairs and threes with the students who they studied
with in New Zealand. The assembly was well attended by not only the proud
parents of 9th intake students, but the parents of 10t intake students as well.

Of course, the most enthusiastic audience members were the 10t intake

students themselves, eager to hear about the things that await them in New

Zealand next year.

The girls of 2F were able to show off not only their impressive presentation skills
using PowerPoint (and English, of course!), but all of the knowledge about
New Zealand culture that they picked up during their year abroad. Also on

show was how mature and independent all of the girls have become. Things

that are sure to make any parent and any school proud!
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Christmas Party for Chu-2 S tudents

Christmas came to our junior high school on the 4th of December when a Christmas party was held for our
Chu-2 students. The part was held in two rooms, students were able to enjoy traditional Christmas games in
English in the first room and make Christmas cards for friends and family in the second room. One of the games
that the students played was “pass the parcel”, this game is often played at Christmas and Birthday parties in
New Zealand and other countries. Before passing the Christmas “parcel” on to the next student each student
had to identify a Christmas flash-card... Below are some of the Christmas words that the students studied. Do
you know how to say these words in English? At the end of the party each student received a Christmas present
from the school and left the party full of Christmas cheer!

Christmas Crossword. Christmas in New Zealand

Are you dreaming of a “white Christmas”? In parts of Japan
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we might just get one this year! This is of course a Christmas

with snow! As the song says, a “white Christmas” is the

traditional image of a nostalgic, old-fashioned Christmas, as

experienced in the Northern hemisphere. But what about in

New Zealand and Australia? Is it winter there in December?

Can they have a “white Christmas”? The answer is of course,

“No!” There is no chance of snow falling at Christmas in New
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Zealand or Australia. That doesn’t mean that people there

can’t enjoy Christmas however. Christmas is a popular

holiday in both counties and come December, Christmas

imagery pops up everywhere. It is just a little different... For
example, Santa might be riding a surf-board. Rudolph the

red nosed reindeer might be on a boat and the wreaths and
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trees, in New Zealand at least might be made of

Pohutakawa - the New Zealand Christmas tree!
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2. You get these at Christmas! 1. You putit on a tree.

5. Akind of deer. 3. Santarides in it.
6. You put it on your door. 4. He brings presents.
8. You light it at Christmas. 7. A person who helps Santa. Ionportant Dates in January

January 1st — New Year’s Day
January 8th — Opening Ceremony
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Thank you for reading our newspaper. Please contact us if you have any
questions or comments. akiyoshi_m@girls.kosei.ac.jp




