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Global Arms Trade

I would like to talk about Global Arms Trade and Arms Trade Treaty. Global arms trade is one of
the most important social problems in the world. The number of deaths from arms reaches 500

thousand in one year in the world.

First, I will tell you about the background of global arms trade. The value of international trade in
conventional weapons is about the size of 100 billion US dollars in one year. What is the conventional
weapons? Conventional weapons are such as missile, tank, light weapons other than nuclear
weapons. Some 54% of global exports originate from the US, Russia, China, France. And the UK is
also a major supplier. Global trade in major conventional weapons systems has reached its highest
level since the end of the Cold War, according to a report from the SIPRI (Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute). Currently, the arms trade has less restrictions than bananas. Easy access

to weapons cause terrorism, genocide and so on.

Second, I'd like to talk about a countermeasure taken for the arms trade. The United Nations
enforced the Arms Trade Treaty called ATT to reduce the transfers of conventional weapons in
December in 2014. This treaty aims to ensure member states avoid breaking international embargos
and to reduce the number of weapons used for genocide, war crimes or terrorism. However, major
suppliers including the US, Russia, and China have not signed ATT yet. According to Human Rights
Watchdog Amnesty International, IS has been using arms and ammunition from at least 25 countries
including Iraq, the US, China, Germany, and Belgium. We can say that the major suppliers support

those terrorists by providing weapons.

In conclusion, the global arms trade is a very serious social problem in the world. The profit of
arms trade is important economic power for major supplier. At the same time, many people have been
killed by them. The United Nations and some NGOs should do some practical actions. To do that, we

had better become more interested in global arms trade and to get to know about it.
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Kosei Gakuen Girls’ High School

Endangered Minority Languages in Thailand

To what extent is the Karen language dying out ?

Influence of English

I
Questionnaire at a high school |

4. Findings

1. Background information
At least 23 minority e
ethnic groups
(McKinnon, 2009)

Timetable of the 11th grade

Age to start studying English

. | T
3 |
B |
Thailand is a 5 ” :
multi-lingual country i : - IPN(5)
Z 10 WA
2. Research Question . ss s s | —
Age (Years old) I
To what extent is the Karen language dying out? (1)
guage dying 659% of student§ started | e —
Hypothesis to StUdy EnghSh ! take up the most time
English is eroding the Karen language. at Kindergarten 1 P

3. Research Method

5. Discussion

Legal policies conducted by the
Thai government

Thai Constitution (2017)

Date: 519" July, 2017/ 13t April -25® May, 2018
Place: Northern Thailand, SOAS (University in London)

Thai
government
Thai nationals

Fieldwork methodology: Observation, Interview,

Questionnaire, Bibliography research

Englich
speaking
year(2012)

Assimilation
project(1970s)

4. Findings Current state of the Karen language

illaie

Bilingual
I project(1957)
Section 70

The state should promote and provide protection for different ethnic
groups to have the right to live in the society according to the
traditional culture, custom, and ways of life on a voluntary basis.

6. Conclusion

*The Karen language is in a critical and complex
situation due to the erosion of the Thai
language and the law restrictions conducted by the
Thai government

Only 2 villagers could

read this allegory. * English has a stronger influence over the Thai

nationals, but not the Karen language speakers.

Karen alphabet
is vanishing

"It is suggested to make a change from both
educational and legal position.

. How rt the Karen?

: ’ Culture, Education
ﬁfﬂ x Language itself

wndBnsanian
e e Pt
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Global Link Singapore 2018 : Abstract for Social Issue Project
Submission Deadline : 31% May, 2018

Study Area *Please mark a circle on your subject

Culture History Religion Race Education

Diplomacy Security War and Peace Economy Poverty

Environmental Studies Sustainable Development Resources and Energy Food and Agriculture
Ethics and Universal Values Human Right Labor Population

Region and Public Policy Urban Living Environment Medical Care Health and Welfare
Disaster Prevention and Rehabilitation Tourism Others ( )

Category *Please mark a circle on your presentation style

Oral Presentation / <Eoster Presen tatioa >

Presenter(s)

[School Name] Kosei Gakuen Girls’ High School

[Project Member(s)]
Aika Tokuhisa, Sari Sakayauchi

Abstract of Presentation

[ Title ]
ENDANGERED MINORITY LANGUAGES IN THAILAND
~A Case Study of Hin Lad Nai Karen Village~

[ Introduction/Background/Motivation ]
Thailand is a multi-ethnic country which has 23 ethnicities including Mon, Lao, Lisu, and Karen. Such ethnig
groups speak their own languages, so called minority languages. The wave of globalization has recently madg
English a powerful lingua franca around the globe. This study is to figure out the link between language

promoting and its cultural sustainability.

[ Research Purpose/Problem Statement ]
Research question: What kind of problems are the minority languages experiencing in Thailand?
Hypothesis: English is dominating minority languages. Hence the identities of such speakers are
vanishing.
Purpose: To investigate whether the globalization, national laws from the nation, or the lingua franca
English has influenced the traditions of the speakers of minority languages and make a

suggestion recording how to confront such issues among minorities.

[ Study Plan/Approach ]
Observation at Hin Lad Nai Karen village in Chiang Mai
Questionnaire at a high school in Chiang Mai

Interview at the Mirror Foundation (NGQO)

Bibliography research at SOAS (The School of Oriental and African Studies) University
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[ Results and Discussion ]
1. The Karen language exists in a complex environment and it is in danger of vanishing due to the
restrictive policies and laws enacted by the Thai government.
2. The policy of the Thai government has created a double-standard for not only minority groups,
but also Thai nationals.

3. There are several NGO’s that aim to preserve minority cultures, but not the languages.

[ Future Study Plan ]
Deepen the study about the minorities from the law perspective at university studies.

Participate in some organizations which helps to preserve the identity of minorities.

[ References ]
Peter K. Austin, Andrew Simpson (2007). “Endangered Languages” HELMUT BUSKE VERLAG
John McKinnon and Bernard Vienne (1989). “HILL TRIBES TODAY"” White Lotus-Orstom
William. J. Gedney (1989). “SELECTED PAPERS ON COMPERATIVE TAI STUDIES” Center of
South and Southeast Asian Studies The University of Michigan
M. Glen Jhonson and Janusz Symonides (1998). “THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS: A HISTORY OF ITS CREATION AND IMPLEMENTATION” UNESCO
Coeli Barry (2013). “RIGHTS TO CULTURE: Heritage, Language, and Community in Thailand”

Silkworm books
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4.3 Findings - Case study

|| 5. Conclusion

+ Citizens take practical steps in everyday life
= Each NGO has a special area of influence

Q2. Which product would you buy? Citizens and NGQs cooperate to create social awareness
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D \:3—‘_‘1\)‘_‘5.‘/ F‘O):J:::l/*\yﬁ’@%‘@ How can we reduce the use of plastics in daily life?

3. Research method
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