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Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of

Truth, Winston Smith skillfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the
Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in,
which demands absolute obedience and controls him through the all-
seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of
the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love

affair with a fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers the true price of

freedom is betrayal.
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George Orwell (1903-1950) served with the Imperial Police in Burma, fought with the
Republicans during the Spanish Civil War, and was a member of the Home Guard and a
writer for the BBC during World War Il. He is the author of many works of non-fiction and

fiction.
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If, as seems to be the case, it is a rare and costly object as difficult to produce as a
battleship, it is likelier to put an end to large-scale wars at the cost of prolonging

indefinitely a ‘peace that is no peace. (£ UREN. ZEZFEBEEDLDCENHN > T, WMBICF
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[The Things They Carriedl (Mariner Books, 2009)
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A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing

minds and lives since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They
Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, §
and the redemptive power of storytelling. Tim O Brien
The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy [EENeeokasesNer
Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, [ERzEREEIIIAY

Kiowa, and the character Tim O’ Brien, who has survived his tour in

Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of forty-three.
Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in creative
writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge
readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and
longing.
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Tim O’Brien (1946-) received the 1979 National Book Award in fiction for Going After
Cacciato. His other works include the acclaimed novels The Things They Carried and July,
July. In the Lake of the Woods received the James Fenimore Cooper Prize from the Society
of American Historians and was named the best novel of 1994 by Time.
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And in the end, of course, a true war story is hever about war.
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