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: Do you have any plans for the summer vacation?
: Not yet. I am thinking about going somewhere with my family.
: 'm going to visit the Atomic Bomb Dome in Hiroshima.

Have you ever been there?

Yes, I have seen it on TV many times.
Yes, I did. I will go there in the future.
No, I haven’t. I really want to go there someday.

No, I didn’t. I'm interested in it.

: Hello. I would like to make a reservation for dinner tomorrow.
: I'm sorry. Our restaurant is not open on Wednesdays.

: How about this Thursday?

You're right. You can enjoy dinner.
I'm happy to see you.
Thank you very much. We’ll wait for you on Sunday.

No problem. How many people will come?

: April is coming soon. How can we find new members for our English club?
: Shall we make posters about our activities? We can put them on the wall near the new
students’ classrooms.

: That sounds great. Could you make them?

Sure, I can easily make them on my iPad.

Of course. I can show you how to make them on the iPad.
It’s OK. I will do my best on the English test.

Sorry, I can’t speak English well.
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A: Let’s talk about our Culture Festival at school. What do you want to do?
B: Well, I'm not sure, but [ want to enjoy it with all of our classmates.

A: 1 really want to do a dance performance. What do you think?

1 Tlike it. Let’s go there next Sunday.

2 T agree with you. It'll be a lot of fun.

3 Don’t worry. We have more time to think about it.

4 T don’t think so. It is better than a dance performance.
5

A: Mary, what are you doing? It’s time to go to bed.
B: Sorry, Mom. I'm reading a Japanese comic book.

A: You will have to get up early tomorrow morning, right?

Yes, it will be rainy, so [ should bring an umbrella.
Yes, I will carry my heavy luggage for a long time.

Yes, the bus that I will take is at 6 am.
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Yes, I will be home earlier than usual.
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(Luka is a Japanese junior high school student. Today, she will be a partner and guide for a student from
Singapore who is visiting her school for a one-day study-abroad experience. Their first class is

calligraphy. )

Luka: Hello, Jane! Welcome to our school. I'm Luka. I'll be your partner for today’s activities.

Jane: Hi, Luka! Thank you very much. I'm really excited to learn about your school and make
new friends.

Luka: That’s great! Do you like Japanese culture?

Jane: Yes, I like it very much. I want to try as many things as possible.

Luka: Perfect! It will be a busy day, but let’s have fun together.

Let me check the schedule for today. Our first class starts at 8:45, right after morning



Home Room.

Jane: What subject do we have first?

Luka: The first class is calligraphy. After that, we have Japanese language, physical education,
history, then lunch, and finally art.

Jane: Wow, I'm excited but a little nervous.

Luka: Don’t worry. I'll help you with everything. You’ll do great.

Jane: Thank you, Luka! I hope I can write good calligraphy.

Luka: This is the calligraphy room. Here are the tools: the brush, called “fude,” and the ink,
called “sumi”. We put a special paper “hanshi” on a felt mat.

Jane: Do you have to write very carefully?

Luka: Yes, that is important. Calligraphy is not only about writing hiragana and kanji but it’s also about

showing your feelings when you use the brush.

Jane: That’s amazing! I have never thought writing could be like art. (pause)
Students are writing hiragana and kanji from the top to the bottom. That’s different from English.

Luka: Yes, Japanese is often written like this, especially in calligraphy.

Jane: I didn’t know that. It’s beautiful and unique. Do Japanese people like writing words or

sentences like this?
Luka: Sometimes, yes. But in everyday life, like emails or signs, writing from left to right is
more common.

Jane: You use different styles for different situations. That’s interesting.

Luka: Now, let’s write the kanji for “river.” It’s written like three lines.

Jane: Why does it have three lines?

Luka: The three lines look like the flow of water in a river. Many kanji come from pictures
or symbols, so they have meanings behind their shapes.

Jane: Many kanji have stories behind them.

Luka: Yes, learning kanji is like learning history and art together. Some kanji even tell old
stories about nature or daily life in Japan.

Jane: That makes learning kanji much more fun!

Luka: Exactly! Today, we will try a few more kanji with simple shapes. You'll enjoy it.

True or False Questions
1. They have social studies today. (O)
2. Ttis very important to write quickly. (X)
3. Jane notices that calligraphy is like art.(O)
4. Jane didn’t know that Japanese words are often written from the left to right. (X)
5. The kanji “RIVER” symbolizes three lines that are from an image of water. (O)
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